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Worldwide, n.a.v. van het onderzoek van de Universiteit van 

Staffordshire waaruit blijkt dat 93% van de Engelse voetbalfans 

beweert dat er geen plaats is voor homofobie in het voetbal.

Outline van het gesprek

homophobia in sport

Huub ter Haar wednesday 28th July 2010
A recent survey of British football fans came up with the perhaps 

surprising finding that the vast majority have no problem with the 

idea that top footballers might be homosexual.

93 percent of those questioned in the study, carried out by 

Staffordshire University, said there was no place for homophobia in 

football.

So why are so few sports stars out of the closet? While a younger 

generation of fans might be ready to accept gay footballers, it seems 

the players themselves aren't ready for openness.

Huub ter Haar is a communications advisor working towards greater 

acceptance of gays in sport and the author of a book of portraits of 

gay Dutch athletes.

The Netherlands has a reputation as being very tolerant and open 

about homosexuality - is it different in the sporting world?

We held a survey in the Netherlands and the main conclusion is that 

most dutch people say thay gay is ok, but in most sports it is not 

accepted to be open.

This British survey suggests that attitudes amongst football fans are 

changing - yet there are no openly gay football stars. What stops top 

players coming out?

The conclusion of the British study is quite remarkable, because 

homophobia in top sport is caused in our country by the fear for the 

behaviour of the fans, and a second reason is their market value. Gay 

football players who dream of success in other countries like Spain 

or Italy suppress their sexual feelings for men.

For a long time racism was a problem in sport, with black footballers 

subject to racist abuse by fans, that's largely not a problem now, 

are there lessons that can be learned when it comes to dealing with 

homophobia?

For me, there are two lessons we can learn. First, we need a climate 

in sports that is save for gays. Members of the board, trainers, 

others players, all who are involved, has to be spoken out in 

favorite of the gay players. Second, visibility of gay athletes is 

very important. Not as gays, but as athletes who like to win. 

Stereotypes like queers, pink and soft, we have to leave behind.

What's being done here in The Netherlands to tackle the problem?

In the Dutch Alliance Equal Draw for the first time gay and sport 

Organizations work together at the social acceptance of gays in 

Sports. We put the subject on the agenda, invest I empowerment and 

communication.

Next month a survey starts, in cooperation with three sports, like 

football, hockey and volleyball. We like to know what the satisfiers 

and dis-satisfiers for gay man are to join or avoid these sports.

How long do you think it will be before being gay isn't a problem for 

top athletes ?

I have a dream, of the World championships Football in 2022. The 

final match is in Amsterdam. In the second half a dutch player makes 

the most beautiful and winning goal of the whole tournament. More 

than three billion people are impressed by these wonderful goal and 

at the same they take for granted that he is gay.
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